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The Community and its Member States are convinced that the use of force, as has happened in Lithuania, is unacceptable. They deeply regret that this repression has caused innocent victims. A solution can only be found through a dialogue between the Soviet authorities and the elected representatives of the Baltic peoples, with a view to satisfying the legitimate aspirations of these peoples.

They address an urgent appeal to the Soviet authorities to refrain from the use of force, resume the path of dialogue and end the military intervention.

The Community and its Member States were among the first to support the democratic process initiated in the Soviet Union. Perestroika represents for the Community and its Member States a sign of hope and they most sincerely desire that it will remain such.

The CSCE process, from the Helsinki Final Act to the Charter of Paris, has as guiding ideas that democratic government is based on the will of the people and that the use of force constitutes among the thirty-four States participating in the CSCE an unacceptable means of resolving differences. The architecture of the new Europe can only be based on the principles of the rule of law.

The Community and its Member States do not underestimate the difficulties of the situation in the USSR. It is partly with a view to helping the USSR to overcome them that they have expressed in a concrete way their readiness to extend and strengthen cooperation between the European Community and the Soviet Union.

The development of this cooperation cannot however have any other basis than shared values and objectives. That is why the Community and its Member States insist that the situation which prevails in Lithuania should not be prolonged in any way or extended to the other Baltic States. Otherwise, they would have to draw the conclusion that it was necessary to react through appropriate measures and to suspend the implementation of the European Community's cooperation with the Soviet Union.

Considering how much is now at stake for the Soviet Union and Europe, the Community and its Member States appeal to President Gorbachev to do everything in his power to preserve the hopes raised by the Charter of Paris for a new Europe, free and democratic.
